
The History of Doll Making

The Past
Dolls in some form or another have had a place in society since the beginning of time,
probably associated with the mothering instinct and the fascination with an object in our
own image.  Cave children probable nurtured a stick or a rock.  Later, more advanced
cultures such as Greece, have left evidences of dolls fashioned from clay or wood,
although some societies used doll-like figures as religious symbols and forbade their use
as playthings.  Early Americans and Indians made dolls of corncobs, cloth, sticks and
whatever materials were available.  As we advanced, dolls became more lifelike.  In
Europe doll making became a real art and elaborate figures and clothing became the
fashion, reflecting the prosperity of the times.  By the 20th century, dolls became
recognized as important learning tools and became more and more like, talking, sleeping
and having bodily functions, even acquiring their own houses, cars and toys of their own.
Modern Manufacturing has expanded what once a toy was made by loving hands into a
huge business with dolls of every kind available to everyone

The Present
Dolls not only represent past characters and costuming but modern art has influenced
how dolls are made.  New varieties of Art Dolls may be representative figures and not the
common human form.  These dolls can be made from anything from old game pieces to
soda cans and pinecones.  They are not meant to appear to be human, merely symbolize
humanity.  Polymer and paper clay are more commonly found in doll making today for
heads, hands and feet and are often combined with cloth bodies as mixed media.  Cloth
dolls have developed from the flat “pancake” style to detailed dimensional pieces that
may appear to be more sculpture than the dolls of the past.  Sewing machines are required
for stitching tiny fingers and to secure solid stuffing but hand sewing is used to
incorporated= smaller details like recessing eyes and creating a pronounced nose.  In
addition to making removable garments, illusion costuming may be created using
sections of fabric sew to the doll to represent clothing.  With the fine detail and exquisite
fabrics and embellishments used on modern Art Dolls, they are being sold from less than
hundred dollars to several thousand of dollars.

Art Dolls Marching into the Future
Doll making has been breaking ground into the art world and making a splash.  Art
galleries across the world have begun to take notice, displaying and featuring doll art.  It
has been very exciting to watch the designers and artists become accepted into the art
community.  These are not dolls you play with or set on a shelf with the everyday doll
collection.  These creations are one of a kind master piece.  They appeal to and are
admired by the art collector.  They can be made of cloth, clay, metal and various other
materials including found objects.  Ironically, in some ways we have come full circle,
perhaps employing some of the objects those children of so long ago used to make their
little playthings.

Art magazines have been featuring Art Dolls and conventions are popping up all over the
country for art doll enthusiast.  The National Institute of American Doll Artist (NIADA)



has been a leader in promoting this art form.  This July in 2007 they will be holding their
annual convention in Detroit. Ohio has been hosting one of the larges conventions in the
country since 2003, Artistic Figures in Cloth. It will be open to the public May 5-6, 2007
displaying over 300 art dolls in its exhibit hall.  Ohio State Fair has hosted exhibitions at
the fair every year in the Arts and Crafts competition.  It has been thrilling watching new
artist emerge and take up the challenge.

The movement has taken such a strong hold in Ohio that clubs have been formed to help
bring like souls together.  There are clubs across Ohio ranging from traditional doll clubs,
collectors clubs and art doll clubs.  Dolls are not just for children anymore.  The doll
world is continually reinventing itself as talented artist discover the possibilities and
excitement of this old, but new world of art dolls which will surely become a more
important mainstream art form in the future both by artiest and collectors.




