
The History of Doll Making

The Past
Dolls in some form or another have had a place in society since the beginning of time,
probably associated with the mothering instinct and the fascination with an object in our
own image.  Cave children probable nurtured a stick or a rock.  Later, more advanced
cultures such as Greece, have left evidences of dolls fashioned from clay or wood,
although some societies used doll-like figures as religious symbols and forbade their use
as playthings.  Early Americans and Indians made dolls of corncobs, cloth, sticks and
whatever materials were available.  As we advanced, dolls became more lifelike.  In
Europe doll making became a real art and elaborate figures and clothing became the
fashion, reflecting the prosperity of the times.  By the 20th century, dolls became
recognized as important learning tools and became more and more like, talking, sleeping
and having bodily functions, even acquiring their own houses, cars and toys of their own.
Modern Manufacturing has expanded what once a toy was made by loving hands into a
huge business with dolls of every kind available to everyone

The Present
Dolls not only represent past characters and costuming but modern art has influenced
how dolls are made.  New varieties of Art Dolls may be representative figures and not the
common human form.  These dolls can be made from anything from old game pieces to
soda cans and pinecones.  They are not meant to appear to be human, merely symbolize
humanity.  Polymer and paper clay are more commonly found in doll making today for
heads, hands and feet and are often combined with cloth bodies as mixed media.  Cloth
dolls have developed from the flat “pancake” style to detailed dimensional pieces that
may appear to be more sculpture than the dolls of the past.  Sewing machines are required
for stitching tiny fingers and to secure solid stuffing but hand sewing is used to
incorporated= smaller details like recessing eyes and creating a pronounced nose.  In
addition to making removable garments, illusion costuming may be created using
sections of fabric sew to the doll to represent clothing.  With the fine detail and exquisite
fabrics and embellishments used on modern Art Dolls, they are being sold from less than
hundred dollars to several thousand of dollars.

Art Dolls Marching into the Future
Doll making has been breaking ground into the art world and making a splash.  Art
galleries across the world have begun to take notice, displaying and featuring doll art.  It
has been very exciting to watch the designers and artists become accepted into the art
community.  These are not dolls you play with or set on a shelf with the everyday doll
collection.  These creations are one of a kind master piece.  They appeal to and are
admired by the art collector.  They can be made of cloth, clay, metal and various other
materials including found objects.  Ironically, in some ways we have come full circle,
perhaps employing some of the objects those children of so long ago used to make their
little playthings.

Art magazines have been featuring Art Dolls and conventions are popping up all over the
country for art doll enthusiast.  The National Institute of American Doll Artist (NIADA)



has been a leader in promoting this art form.  This July in 2007 they will be holding their
annual convention in Detroit. Ohio has been hosting one of the larges conventions in the
country since 2003, Artistic Figures in Cloth. It will be open to the public May 5-6, 2007
displaying over 300 art dolls in its exhibit hall.  Ohio State Fair has hosted exhibitions at
the fair every year in the Arts and Crafts competition.  It has been thrilling watching new
artist emerge and take up the challenge.

The movement has taken such a strong hold in Ohio that clubs have been formed to help
bring like souls together.  There are clubs across Ohio ranging from traditional doll clubs,
collectors clubs and art doll clubs.  Dolls are not just for children anymore.  The doll
world is continually reinventing itself as talented artist discover the possibilities and
excitement of this old, but new world of art dolls which will surely become a more
important mainstream art form in the future both by artiest and collectors.
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Competition celebrates the best of the worst
By Kaleigh Frazier

 When picturing a prize-winning 
cake, a vision of beautifully iced tiers 
and a subtle lace pattern, topped with 
a sprinkle of glitter might come to 
mind; however, the Ohio State Fair 
has taken cake decorating to a whole 
new, perhaps “ugly,” level.  
 The Fair challenges Ohio kids ages 
7-17 to create the ugliest decorated 
cake of the 2007 Fair. The uglier, the 
better.
 Simply replace your vision of glitter 
and lace with images of trash and ro-
dents, and you will have a general idea 
of the 2006 reigning champion Alex 
Haubet’s cake. 
 “I just thought of gross stuff,” said 
Haubet, who will compete in this 
year’s competition. 
 One of the contestants, Sara Ne-
smith, enjoys using the real world as 
inspiration.
 “I like the idea of having a really 
pretty cake for a really special occa-

sion, and then one animal messing it 
up and ruining everything,” she said.
 This year’s judges will consist of Fair 
commissioners and a former Cleve-
land Browns football player. Judges 
must have a high level of humor, an 
eye for disaster and a strong stomach 
for the gross concoctions.
 As the competition nears, one thing 
is for certain; these kids are keeping 
tight-lipped about their creations. 
 Jennifer Moscato thinks her cake 
will have something to do with the 
human body, but was hesitant to delve 
deeper into revealing her design.
 In efforts to include everyone in this 

“ugly” experience, the Fair has created 
a category for adults with especially 
bad cake-decorating talents. 
 Whether your spouse criticizes your 
cake-decorating skills, you enjoy a 
fun challenge or you are just good at 
making ugly cakes, this competition is 
something you shouldn’t miss!

By Stefanie Campbell 

 The Fair is a favorite pastime, complete with 
fond memories and continued traditions. For 
some, memories go back more than 50 years 
ago. 
 The Fifty Year Club of the Ohio State Fair is 
celebrating its 68th year. The club invites Ohio 
State fairgoers who attended the Fair at least 
50 years ago to reminisce, reunite and socialize 
with friends old and new. 
 Betty Martin, a devoted Fifty Year Club mem-
ber, has been involved in the Fair since the age 
of 18. “I love everything about it,” she said.
 Each year, Martin makes sure to visit the 
arts and crafts building, the All-Ohio State Fair 
Band & Youth Choir, the multipurpose build-
ing, and of course, “I always get an ice cream 
cone,” she said.
 Martin remembers her mother and father 
packing lunches for picnics at the Fair. Today, 
she takes her grandchildren to the Fair. “The 
first thing that I do is take them to the pig 
barn, then to the cows and then we see the 
sheep,” she said.

“I like the idea of 
having a really 
pretty cake for a 
really special occa-
sion, and then one 
animal messing 
it up and ruining 
everything.” 
— Sara Nesmith

By Bobbi Jo Parmiter

 Running kids’ games, welcoming a Ju-
nior Fair sheep show and assisting with a 
Junior Fair skillathon is all in a day’s work 
for Ohio State Fair’s Junior Fair Board 
members. 
 The Junior Fair Board (JFB) is composed 
of more than 20 outstanding youths be-
tween the ages of 16 and 21 from across 
the state.  This select group represents 
10 different youth organizations that 
participate in the Fair, such as 4-H, FFA, 
Boy Scouts, Grange and Campfire.  Each 
organization establishes its own guide-
lines and procedures for selection of their 
JFB representatives.
 Abigail Dannemiller was one of the 
lucky youth to serve on the JFB in 2006, 
and is also serving this year.  Beyond JFB, 
she has been involved in the Fair since 
the age of 7.
 Her first memories of the Fair involve 
spending time with her sisters Grace 
and Emily, while her older sisters, Amy 
and Rebekah, competed with their 4-H 
projects.  When she was old enough to 
be in 4-H herself, she followed in her big 
sisters’ footsteps and began to exhibit at 
the Fair.

 “I guess you could say the Ohio State 
Fair is in my blood,” she said.
 Being a member of the JFB has allowed 
Dannemiller to take part in a whole new 
way.  Instead of participating in livestock 
shows and waiting in line to get into 
concerts, she now gets to announce and 
direct the shows, and usher the concert-
goers to their seats.  
 Dannemiller remembers when her 
sister was on the JFB, and admiring the 
members as role models.  Now she gets to 
be the role model.
 “I have always wanted to be a part of 
the Fair [in] this way and have the honor 
to wear the blue shirt, which is our of-
ficial uniform,” she said.
 Dannemiller has not only had the plea-
sure of being part of one of the greatest 
fairs in the United States, but she has also 
been able to work with some of the most 
outstanding youth in the state.
 “It is great because of the many experi-
ences you have and all the unique people 
you meet in the government, agricul-
ture and entertainment industries,” said 
Dannemiller of her experience with the 
JFB.  “You will also make friends that will 
last a lifetime.”

JFB offers great opportunities
Making

memories

Come watch a live version of the ugliest 
decorated cake competition on 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, at 3 p.m. in the DiSalle 
Center presented by SNP.

Ugly cake entries will be judged on  
Wednesday, Aug. 1, at 3:15 p.m. and will be 
on display in the DiSalle Center presented 
by SNP following the judging. 

Youth take new spin on cake deco-
rating.


